‘P"*v~ -
e 98




Cherish:
The One Word About Marriage that Changes Everything
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v. 3 Thus says the Lord Gob to Jerusalem: Your origin and your birth are of the land of
the Canaanites; your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite.
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Ezekiel 16:4-5

 And as for your birth, on the day you were born your cord was not cut, nor were you
washed with water to cleanse you, nor rubbed with salt, nor wrapped in swaddling
cloths. > No eye pitied you, to do any of these things to you out of compassion for you,
but you were cast out on the open field, for you were abhorred, on the day that you were

born.
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“I said to you in your blood, ‘Live
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“I made you flourish like a plant of the field. And you grew up and became tall and arrived at

full adornment. Your breasts were formed and your hair had grown; yet you were naked and

bare. When | passed by you again and saw you, bheold, you were at the age for love, and |
spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness. | made my vow to you

and entered into a covenant with you, declares the Lord God, and you became mine.”
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“I clothed you also with embroidered cloth and shod you with fine leather. | wrapped
vou in fine linen and covered you with silk. And | adorned you with ornaments and put
bracelets on your wrists and a chain on your neck. And | put a ring on your nose and
earrings in your ears and a beautiful crown on your head. Thus you were adorned with
gold and silver, and your clothing was of fine linen and silk and embroidered cloth.”
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“You ate fine flour and honey and oil.”




“You grew exceedingly beautiful, fit to be a queen. Your fame spread among the
nations on account of your beauty, for it was perfect because of my splendor that
| had bestowed on you, says the Lord God.” vv. 13-14




Lamentations 2:15
“Jerusalem is the perfection of beauty,
The joy of the whole earth.”
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" We're one. I’'m thrilled with you. | love you. You can rest in my acceptance. You can be

Nt recharged with my affection. | won’t pull away when | get to know you; I’ll draw closer.
| won’t disrespect you when | find the dark within you; I’ll pray for God to flood you
with His light. | won’t compare you to any other man because to me you are the only

man of my affections, you are the standard, you are my man of all men. | won’t look at
another man, | won’t touch another man, | won’t compare you to any other man. | will

feast my eyes and fill my heart with my love for you.”
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AN Dr. Greg Bledsoe

“For thé next ten minutes | was transfixed as this man, who moments before | had pitied,
regaled me with story after story of his life together with his wife. It was incredible. What was
even more incredible, however, was the change that occurred in me. Watching this elderly man
caress his wife’s hand, kiss her cheek, wipe away her drool, and joyfully recount their lives
together provoked a powerful transformation of perspective within me. Gone was any

semblance of pity. Instead, in its place was...envy.”
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